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MESSAGE OF THE MINISTER GENERAL  

TO THE TRINITARIAN LAITY  

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF  

THE APPROVAL OF THE TRINITARIAN WAY  

Dear Trinitarian Laity, 

 
On November 15, 2000, the Trinitarian 

Way (the manual of the life for the Trini-
tarian Laity) was approved by the Pre-
fect of the Congregation (now Dicastery) 
for Religious Institutes and Societies of 
Apostolic Life. With these words, the 
Minister General at the time emphasized 
the historical significance of this event: 
“It is a project of great fruitfulness [...], it 
guarantees communion among all the 
groups of the Trinitarian Laity; it is open 
to the various forms of the laity itself 
that have arisen during our long history 
and are still emerging; it is open to the 
different ways and forms of living the 
secular dimension of the Trinitarian 
charism in the various branches and in-
stitutes of the Family.”  

Fruitfulness, openness, and the rich-

ness of diversity in implementing the 
Trinitarian charism are the strengths of 
this document, which is a reference point 
for all lay people who wish to live their baptismal consecration according to the 
redemptive and merciful charism of St. John de Matha.  
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This document, which fully incorporates the teachings of the Second Vatican 

Council and subsequent ecclesial magisterium on the specific vocation and mis-
sion of the laity, is the fruit of the synodal style of our religious family: prepared 
and improved in various assemblies and meetings of the entire Trinitarian Fami-
ly, CILT, and COPEFAT, it sought to give a clear unified imprint to the varied re-
alities of the Trinitarian laity, without any pretense of uniformity but with full re-
spect for the specificity of each form of lay association that shares the charism and 
spirituality of St. John de Matha.  

The unique vocation of a lay Trinitarian is to bring the light of the merciful and 

redemptive charism to every area of social life: in families, in the workplace, in 
volunteer work, and into political commitments in service of the common good. 
All this cannot happen outside of communion with the entire Trinitarian Family, 
which the Trinitarian Way refers to several times.  

This document promoted a clear charismatic identity for lay Trinitarians, an 

identity that can never be taken for granted and must be rediscovered day by day. 
At the same time, there is a widespread feeling that this document needs to be re-
vised and updated to make it more responsive to the reality of today's Trinitarian 
laity, which is profoundly different from that of twenty-five years ago.  

 
*** 

 

During my pastoral visits, I have had the opportunity to meet many Trinitari-

an lay people who are passionate about the charism and fully involved in the 
journey of the Trinitarian Family. I have encountered a dynamic reality among 
the laity, rich in variety of their cultural expressions, which needs to be consoli-
dated, especially in the new jurisdictions. You are a great source of strength and 
hope for the entire Trinitarian Family. Together, we are the guardians of a great 
spiritual heritage and a history that has produced many saints, including among 
the laity, among whom I would like to mention Blessed Anna Maria Taigi and 
Blessed Elisabetta Canori Mora. Be sentinels of hope, capable not only of remem-
bering and celebrating a glorious past but also of building a future of peace and 
freedom for all.  

Dear lay brothers and sisters, your contribution and witness are precious and 

irreplaceable. The world increasingly needs the “burning relevance” of the char-
ism of St. John de Matha as an instrument of liberation and hope in a world domi-
nated by so many forms of slavery, oppression, and injustice. Every human reali-
ty needs this liberating power of the Gospel of Jesus. In thanking you for your 
passionate commitment to embodying the Trinitarian charism, I would like to ex-
tend my sincere and fraternal best wishes to all of you.  
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May the redeeming Trinity be the source, model, and goal of all your projects 

(Trinitarian Way, n. 4). May mutual communion at every level be your first con-
cern and priority. In the Trinitarian Family, may you always be the leaven of com-
munion, promoters of new and more effective initiatives of liberation. Help us to 
read the signs of the times so that together we may witness not only to the dy-
namic fidelity of our origins but also to our ability to listen to the challenges of the 
present time. May your active commitment to combating all forms of injustice and 
exploitation and to supporting the least and the poor be a clear warning to all of 
the need to enliven faith with works. Transfigure the world, illuminating it with 
the presence of God, knowing that every temporal reality cries out for salvation 
and liberation.  

May you use your ingenuity and expertise to prolong the redemptive work of 

the Holy Trinity, bringing to every corner of society the liberating power of chari-
ty that the world so badly needs, as Pope Leo XIV reminded us: “Christian chari-
ty, when it is incarnated, becomes liberating. And the mission of the Church, 
when she is faithful to her Lord, is always to proclaim liberation” (Leo XIV, Dilexit 
te, n. 61). How many forms of slavery await our concrete and supportive response. 
Show with your lives the attractive power of a living a relevant charism, especial-
ly to young people searching for meaning and direction in their lives.  

In this particular moment in history, I ask you to pay special attention to perse-

cuted Christians (cf. Trinitarian Way, nos. 22-23), among whom there are many 
lay people like you, many families like yours, forced to suffer many humiliations 
in order to remain faithful to Christ. Be bearers of this sensitivity, give voice to 
those who suffer in silence and indifference. As hoped for in the last General 
Chapter, in which representatives of the Trinitarian Family participated in the 
planning phase, “may this mission [of solidarity with persecuted Christians] in-
creasingly be a unifying and identifying element of the entire Trinitarian Family.”1  

I extend my prayers, best wishes and assure you of my closeness, while I in-

voke upon all of you, through the intercession of our Founder and our religious 
and lay saints, the blessing of the Most Holy Trinity.  

 
Rome, November 15, 2025 

    

P. fr. Luigi Buccarello O.SS.T. 

Minister General 

1 Final Document of the General Chapter (Rome, 8-22 June 2025), n. 5. 


